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REPLY COMMENTS OF SANTA MONICA COMMUNITY COLLEGE DISTRICT.

Santa Monica Community College District ( II SMCCD II) hereby files its reply

comments in the above-referenced proceeding. Sixth Further Notice of Proposed

Rulemaking, FCC 96-317 (Aug. 14,1996).

SMCCD is the licensee of KCRW (FM) in Santa Monica, California, which is

part of the Greater Los Angeles area. KCRW (FM) operates on a frequency of89.9 MHz

and provides award-winning educational programming to the Greater Los Angeles area.

Part ofSMCCD's success is dependent on the clarity of the signal received within its service

area. That signal quality would be severely compromised if the Commission accepted the

proposal of the Broadcasters and rellocated KTLA-TV in Los Angeles from ChannelS to

Channel 6 for DTV. 1

In their comments, the Broadcasters explained that they had II produced a

Modified Table [ofAllotments] that demonstrates that use of the full television band

Broadcasters Comments (Nov. 22, 1996), Appendix E2 at 4.
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reduces interference to existing NTSC and to new DTV stations and improves

opportunities for replication and maximization. II Broadcasters' Comments at 42. The

Broadcasters then urged the Commission to adopt the following guiding principle in

making DTV allotments. II As a general rule, the Commission should approve any proposed

change (whether pre- or post-adoption of a DTV Table) that does not cause unaccepted

additional interference to assigned NTSC or DTV stations. II Broadcasters' Comments at

50 (footnote omitted).

As the foregoing quotations demonstrate, the Broadcasters' sole focus in

developing a modified table of DTV allotments was the signal coverage of television

stations. Nowhere did the Broadcasters give any weight to any interference that might be

caused to FM radio stations. The Broadcasters casually dismissed the long-standing

interference problems between FM radio stations and Channel 6, stating that II the lower

power of DTV transmitters, the improved performance of DTV transmitter out-of-band

emissions and improved DTV receivers will reduce interference between DTV Channel 6

and FM radio. II Broadcasters' Comments at 46 (footnote omitted).

Annexed hereto is the declaration of Kevin E. Scott, SMCCD's Chief Engineer.

In that declaration, Mr. Scott points out that relocation of KTLA from Channel 5 to

Channel 6 would generate substantial interference to KCRW and compromise the

distribution of its programming in its service area. Mr. Scott also explains why the

Broadcasters are wrong in assuming that the previous and long-standing problems ofFM

Channel 6 interference can be cured by lower-power DTV transmitters, the improved
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performance ofDTV transmitter out-of-band emissions, and improved DTV Receivers.

While those technological advancements may ameliorate the problem to some extent, they

have not, and cannot, provide any assurance that the interference will be eliminated or of

no consequence to the public.

SMCCD therefore urges the Commission to implement its proposal to utilize a

If core spectrum" of Channels 7-51 and not utilize Channel 6 for provision ofDTV

television service, especially in Los Angeles. If the Commission does accept the

Broadcasters' Modified Table and assigns KTLA operations to Channel 6 for DTV, the

Commission should at least take further steps to protect incumbent FM licensees from

interference caused by these DTV operations. It is well established that the II newcomer If

(KTLA in this instance and any DTV operation moving to Channel 6 generally) is

responsible for resolving interference caused to an incumbent broadcaster.2 The

Broadcasters do not acknowledge let alone discuss that precedent. At a minimum, the

relocated DTV licensee should be responsible for resolving interference caused by with the

Channel 6 transmission. Any costs associated with the resolution of interference problems

would then be KTLA's responsibility

Amendment of Parts 21 and 74 of the Commission's Rules, 10 FCC Red.
13821, 13829 (1995); In re Resolution of Interference between UHF channels 14 and 69,
2 FCC Red. 7328 (1987).
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WHEREFORE, in view of the foregoing and the entire record herein, it is

respectfully requested that the Commission reject the Broadcasters' proposal to reallocate

KTLA-TV in Los Angeles from ChannelS to Channel 6.

Respectfully submitted,

DICKSTEIN, SHAPIRO MORIN &
OSHINSKY, L.L.P.

2101 L Street, NW
Washington, DC 20037-1526
(202) 828-2265

Attorneys for Santa Monica Community
College District

By: tiuA.~ l' 90/~
Lewis J. Paper
Christopher T. McGowan

Dated: January 24, 1997
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I hereby certify that on January 24, 1997, a copy of the foregoing Reply

Comments ofSanta Monica Community College District was sent by first class postage

prepaid United States mail to:

Jonathan D. Blake
Gerard J. Waldron
Ellen P. Goodman
Victoria M. Huber
Covington & Burling
1201 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Post Office Box 7566
Washington, DC 20044

Victor Tawil
Senior Vice President
Association for Maximum Service

Television, Inc.
1776 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Suite 310
Washington, DC 20036

Christopher T. McGowan


